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9  August  1966 

SUBJECT  1  Operational  Report  for  quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1966 
(ROS  C3F0R-65)(U) 

TO*  3ee  Distribution 


Seotion  1.  SIGMIFICaHT  OIKUTLiATiaMi  OR  UTIT  di  'IVTriES, 

1*(U).  At  tho  utrrt  of 'tho  r-u-xtor  thn  Battalion  wno  cloabd  in  Ttrco 
camp  with  the  following  exceptions  1 

a*  Btry  B,  3"  Hew,  S?,  was  in  position  along  Highway  19  oast  of 
Fieiku  providing  artillery  support  for  a  road  opening  operation*  The 
battery  departed  base  camp  on  25  April* 

b©  Threo  (3)  HCOs  wero  on  TDY  to  Duo  Co  SF  Camp  to  toaoh  artil¬ 
lery  fire  direction  procedures  end  cannoneer's  duties  to  tho  CL  JO  per¬ 
sonnel.  These  llCOs  departed  26  »pril  for  a  tentative  T))Y  poriod  of  two 
(2)  to  thioo  (3)  wooka  and  rotumod  on  5  May* 

0,  Ono  (l)  offioor  and  tliroe  (3)  HCOs  who  woro  sent  TDY  to  Dak 
irok  3?  Camp  on  27  April  for  tho  snno  purpose  as  1b,  abovo,  rotumod  on 
5  June. 

2*(u)  Btry  D  closed  in  baco  camp  on  5  May*  During  tho  operation,  Btry 
D  fired  48  rounds  in  two  (2)  registrations  And  16  H  ft  I  missions*  Thero 
was  nogntivo  onomy  contact  during  tho  period* 

3.(0)  On  9  May,  Btry  B  (175mm  Oun),  Btry  D  (8"  How),  and  Command  Ele¬ 
ments  from  Hq  Btry  wevud  to  Iloi  lie  an  ii  to  jartloip^to  in  opomtion 
TiTJL  KJiVVUS",  On  17  Kay,  Btry  B  (-Ac*-**)  flisvod  to  Duo  Co.  ffiff'Nit.l.ve 
19  May*  Bn(-)  was  attached  to  3rd  Bdo,  25th  l)iv  for  the.  ditmtion  of 
operation  "P  J’L  3V5\TS;iB", 

4*(U)  On  27  May*  btry  B(-)  fired  54  rounds  in  tho  vicinity  of  l’loi 
L'jorong  SF  Camp  to  assist  in  tho  defonoo  of  the  onmp*  Although  no 
casuAltios  woro  aasoesod,  no  onouy  activity  was  obsorvsd  after  tho  firing 
vau  concluded. 


5.(C)  Btry  roplacod  Btry  B(-)  at  Duo  Co  on  28  May*  Tho  following 
day,  tho  romnlndor  of  Btry  A  movod  to  I’loi  Mo,  aftor  which  two  (2)  how- 
itzors  from  Btry  D  dupartod  for  Due  Co.  Tho  Bn  Motro  Section  movod  to 
tho  3rd  Bdo,  25th  Div  fiol  CP,  .and  the  rooaindor  of  Btry  B  olosod  at 
homo  station  on  29  May,  Tho  Metro  sootion  movod  to  a  position  six  (6) 

KM  north  of  Bloi  Mo  on  21  June  with  3rd  Bdc,  25th  Div  CP,  and  rejoined 
«  tho  Operations  Platoon  nt  >loi  Ho  on  15  July.  Tho  section  rotumod  to 

homo  station  on  31  July.  All  moves  wore  aooonplishod  without  inoidont* 
Tho  units  remained  in  thoso  positions  through  tho  ond  of  the  period*  As 
*  of  31  July  tho  battalion  has  a  composito  battery  consisting  of  two  (2) 

6"  Howitzers  and  two  (2)  175nn  Guns  at  Due  Co  under  control  of  C0|  Btry 
i.,  and  a  similar  conpoaito  battory  at  Ploi  Mo  undor  oontrol  of  CO,  Btxy 
D.  In  addition,  tho  On  Operations  ?  latoon  is  at  Iloi  Mo.  A  oorvloo 
olooont  has  boon  stationed  at  tho  3rd  Bdc  ?3C  to  oxnodito  moving  suppllos 
to  tho  fiold  locations. 
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SUBJECT* 

(contd) 


Operational  Hoport  forQuartorly  Poriod  Ending  31  July  1966  (u) 


64(U)  On  1  Juno,  Btry  A,  at  Due  Co,  fired  apprcxirvit oly  270  rounds  of 
8"  ar.d  175m  nomunition  for  protootinn  of  n  Special  Forces  liiko  Foroo, 
No  body  count  of  onsualtios  was  aesossod,  but  tho  Miko  Force,  which  had 
boon  surrounflod  by  a  suporior  VC  foroo,  osonpod  with  vary  light  casual- 
tios. 


7«(U)  Btry  33  was  on  oporation  with  tho  1st  Air  Cay  Div  botwoon  10  Juno 
and  25  Jur.o.  Cn  this  oporation  tho  battory  oovod  first  to  Hoi  Throng 
SF  Camp.  thon  to  Kontun,  and  finally  was  split  with  two  (2)  guns  and  tho 
FDC  olouont  moving  to  a  position  approximately  15KM  woot-south-wost  of 
Ploiku.  Nogativo  anomy  contact  was  established  on  tho  operation.  During 
this  poriod  baso  o.anp  was  ocoupiod  by  Hq  Btry(-)  and  Svo  Btry(-)  only, 
with  oau  (1)  platoon  of  infantry  form  3rd  Bdo,  25th  Div  for  camp  soourr 
ity. 

6..(U)  On  25  Juno,  one  (l)  17iria  gar*  33  Malfunctioned  at  2340 

hours.  The  gur.  was  destroyed,  throo  (3)  HI  killed  and  six  (6)  HI  wound- 
od,  threo  (3)  soriously.  doplaconont  gun,  USA.  #1 2G366  was  rcooivod  on 
26  July, 

9»(u)  On  2  July,  3try  L  at  Due  Co  firod  12  rounds  of  175nn  nnuunition 
in  dofouso  of  l’loi  DJorong  SF  Caap.  Tho  attack  broko  off  whon  tho  first 
round  inpaotod,  No  casualty  assessment  was  cbtainod. 

10.  (U)  Tho  battalion  was  attaohed  to  tho  52nd  Artillory  Group,  offoot- 
ivo  20  July,  per  Gonornl  Ordor  207,  Hq  I  Fluid  Force  Vietnam,  datod 
29  July.  Tho  samo  GO  Aotr.ohod  the  77th  CM  Radar  Dotaohmont  from  the 
battali  n  and  attachod  it  to  tho  52nd  .irtiilory  Group,  Tho  two  (2) 
Soarohlight  soctions  of  Btry  3,  29th  .rty  ronainod  attaohod,  by  vorbal 
ordor,  to  tho  battalion. 

I I  •  (TT )  During  tho  poriod,  tho  Battalion  Ammunition  Trains,  with 
socurity  olemonts  fr^n  3rd  3do.  25th  Div,  oonduotod  ammunition  snd  POL 
rouupply  runs  to  Due  Co  six  (6)  tinos  and  to  Tloi  Mo  olght  (8)  tines. 

III  of  tho  trips  to  3'loi  Mo  woro  uneventful.  On  tho  trips  to  Duo  Co, 
the  •ocurity  olononts  with  tho  ca’.unn  hit  Ifc.d  minos  four  (4)  tinos, 
anu  battalion  vehicles  hit  mir.os  two  (2)  tinea.  No  /uaorican  casualties 
worn  sufforod  on  way  of  theso  incidents,  but  ono  (l)  5T  truok  was  dan- 
agod  on  30  Juno,  and  or.o  (l)  Ml  10  ..munition  tmilor  was  dostroyod  on 
15  July.  Tho  5T  truok  was  romirod  and  oonplotoly  sorviocablo  by 
0117#H  July. 

12.(U)  Tho  battalion  has  sufforod  10  oosualtios  during  this  poriod, 
eight  (8)  killed  and  ton  (10)  voundod.  Casualtios  ocourzod  as  follows* 

a.  Ono  (1)  KLi  solf-inflictod  accidentally  vie  Duo  Co  3;?  Caap. 

b.  Two  (2)  KLi  vie  Due  Co  by  'T/y  infiltrators  who  turnod  a  Clay- 
noro  nino  around  or.d  dotonatod  it.  Tho  Infiltrators  had  boon  at  ?>uo 
Co  SF  Cnop  for  scrv.rai  ninths  prior  to  *.♦,.*  incident. 

0.  Two  (2)  KLi  and  two  (2)  '.IA  at  baso  caap  whilo  removing  tho 
pcrlnotor  nino  fiold. 

d.  Threo  (5)  XI;*  and  six  (6)  W L*  whon  tho  175°u  gun  cr.lfunctionod 


SUBJECT*  upom.tion*\l  Report  for  'Juarterly  Poriod  hiding  51  July  66  (U) 
(oontd) 

o.  0r;o  (1  }  WL'.  when  ho  dotonatod  n  CBC  rear  i'lci  I’o  SP  Crji^ 

f.  One  (1)  WL*  and  ov-xuatcd  to  J.apan  After  impaling  a  punji 
stake  in  his  log  vhilo  serving  as  an  TO  on  patrol  with  Epoovii  ?  -  rccs 
personnel, 

13 ^ (U)  During  the  poriod  this  unit  has  rucoivod  confirmed  credit  for 
40  killed,  one  (1)  wounded  ns  a  result  of  our  fires. 

14»(o)  Burins  tho  period  the  following  personnel  accicna  Ooourrod. 
vhioh  influence  unit  noralo* 
a.  i'orsonnol  lossos  -  42 
t.  icrsnnol  gninc  -  146 

<■,  rrooont  for  duty  strength  closo  of  period*  32  Off,  4  J0, 

392  HI. 

d.  Promotion  allocations  to  2-4,  E-5,  2-6  during  period  -  Pone 

(0) 

0.  Mnil  -  arrivod  on  all  but  five  (5)  days  during  period. 

f.  R  A  H  quotas  during  periods 

(1)  126  out-of-coiuitxy. 

(2)  24  in-oountry. 

g.  pay  has  boon  tinoly  and  acourato. 

h.  26  Officoro  and  !TCOs  gradoo  3-7  throu#*  3-9  havo  loss  than 
60  days  until  D3R03  ar.d  havo  n^t  roooived  either  ordors  or  assignment 
instruct ions. 

15. (U)  During  this  poriod  tho  battalion  fired  the  following  r\rsumiti''n* 


JE/dW 

TYPE 

FUSE 

.’J'O'B'T 

TOTAL  EXiErlDEh  U*  COHRPlflT 

8"  Kow 

HE 

PD 

5512 

7346 

CVT 

11 

51 

itrsci 

206 

289 

TOTAL 

5729 

7696 

i75na  Oui) 

HE 

I'D 

4900 

8160 

CVT 

526 

622 

TOTAL 

5506 

8782 

16. (U)  Tho  following  logistios  actions  havo  taken  placo* 

a.  Botwoon  8  and  12  Hay  logistical  problems  nertaining  to  oper¬ 
ation  "i’/JIL  R137 SHE"  wore  resolved  Tv-  initial  problonc  involved  water 
and  amnunition  rosupply.  The  water  'rob Ion  was  solvod  when  the  3rd  Bdo, 
25th  Biv  arranged  to  dolivor  'no  (i^  water  trailor  to  each  loo  ti^n 
daily  utilizing  CH-47  aircraft.  After  12  I'ay ,  problem  in  delivery  of 
water  and  rations  was  occasioned  only  by  inclement  weather  which  pre¬ 
cluded  tho  uso  of  aircraft,  or  by  heavy  tactical  requirements  involving 
largo  scalo  uso  of  aircraft. 

b.  Two  (2)  wator  trailers  vero  borrowed  from  S-d,  3rd  Bdo,  25Ah 
l'iv  to  facilitate  tho  water  resupply.  On  4  July,  ono  (l)  of  tho  bat¬ 
talion  wator  trailers  was  dropped  by  a  CH-47  during  resupply  aii  was 
oonpletcly  donolishod.  Battalion  is  now  short  two  (2)  water  tr  ilers, 
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SUBJECT »  Operational  Report  for  f'ucrtcrly  iorioS  Endi’ig  31  July  66  (U) 
(contd) 

o:;o  vhish  boenro  unoerviconblo  on  operation  ’’LP’COUf  on  4  ^riril  and 
the  prosont  loss. 

0.  As  sponsors  for  tho  52nd  Artillery  Group  nad  3rd  Jfc,  6th 
\fftiilory,  tho  S-4  subnit  tod  requisitions  for  bunkor  and  bnrrior  nntor- 
inl,  established  account  numbers,  acquired  p art  erect od  tontngo  for  the 
advnnoo  partios.  Tho  battalion  providod  vat  or,  rations,  and  quart  or. 1 
for  tho  advnnoo  partios  fr^n  6  through  18  Jnno,  on*  water  and  rations 
for  Hq  Btry  52nd  Artillery  Group  frm  IS  trough  22.  July. 

d.  Requisitions  voro  placod  for  1  00,000  sandbars  to  construct 
fiold  fortifications  for  tho  positions  nt  Duo  Co  and  rioi  Ho  fJP  Canps. 
To  date  thoeo  requisitions  have  not  boon  fillod.  Follow-up  action 
throe, pi  supply  channels  indicates  that  nono  a ro  available  in  tils  area 
at  tho  presort  tico* 

17*(c)  Tho  following  oro  critical  »vrply  •■hortagos*  Follow-up  ooti.n 
has  boon  initiatod  vrith  nogativo  rosponee  at  tho  prosont  tine. 


aUAHTITY  I TS1 


iajII3iriCivr  RTS 


1  oa  Truek,  utility,  II151  »5  Mar  66 

1  oa  Truck,  cargo,  2jf  3  Juno  66 

2  oa  Tmilor,  vator,i1^T  2  Apr  66,  4  Jul  66 

9  Sots  Fan  bolto  for  %T.  truok,  11151  31  Jw,  17  Jun,  19  Jun,  21  Jun 

56  oa  .  12V  Autonotlvo  battery  27  Apr,  19  Jun,  22  Jun,  19  Jul 

Survoy  conpononts  (nonsuring  tapas,  range 
polos,  tapo  ropair  soations,  hand  1 ovols , 

and  survoy  s  is,  4th  ordor)  10  .»pr  66 

1  sa  Tank,  liquid  storage  30  !«jr  66 

18*(U)  On  19  July,  this  unit  was  visltod  by  Ifnjor  tfonoml  Ando rs on,  CO 
Airy  Matoriel  Caimand*  During  his  visit,  tho  «wu  'f  tho.  Gun  Dirootion 
Computer,  M18  (F'J)  .C)  in  Viotrv.fi  was  dlsoussod*  MG  /cid orson  explained 
that  A1C  doslrod  to  have  tho  ^onputor  fiold  tostod  in  HVF  on  a  roduood 
scale  pri^r  to  issuing  it  to  r.ll  units*  Tho  Comanding  Cffloor,  6th  Bn, 

14th  Arty,  thon  str.tod  that  wo  would  liko  to  bo  on©  of  tho  units  soloot- 
od  to  fiold  tost  tho  oquipnont* 

19* (U)  During  tho  poriod  of  this  report,  tho  battalion  spent  89  drys  on 
oombat  operations* 

Scotion  2.  C01SWDrJi»S  03i2:(VA.TICi!Te  JLlD  KiX0I2TI3TDiTI0IT3. 
inert  1*  Observations  (Lossons  Loomed) 

1*(U)  Conaunioationsi 

a.  noli  Difficult ios  in  long  rango  FTC  oonminloationo. 


DISCUSSIGRt  Tho  inoroasod  range  cf  l’.  j  :**.w  serioa  FTI  radios,  sod  the 
largo  nuabor  of  units  in  tho  rxr a-  cswsn  nonnunication  probloos.  Units 
with  froquoncios  0.05  MG  apart  out  out  oath  othor’e  tmnsnissions  and 
rrrorrido  tho  other  unit 5 s  froquoncios*  .‘additionally,  tho  problcn  of 
i/utionio  intorforcnco  nppoors  to  bo  inoroasod,  resulting  in  transmissions 
boinr  cut  out  by  othor  units*  <2.30,  vhon  opomti ng  nt  or  noar  rwxiaun 
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SUBJECT «  Operational  lioport  for  fflanrtaJicf  I'o'Aod  Hiding  31  July  66  (U) 
(or-ntd) 

mng o  during  ths  monsoon  season,  communications  bocomos  virtually 
iripossiblo  for  several  hours  each  dry. 

OBii’jHloTIOFi  Communications  offioors  at  all  lcvols  nust  exercise  vory 
oloso  supervision  of  nssignnont  of  froquoneios.  Tho  uso  of  AM  radio  •  . 
veioo  transmissions  night  scr7o  to  dcoronso  tho  congestion  on  the  Jlf 
froquoncy  hands.  Tho  issue,  to  scloctod  units,  of  a  suitrblo  AM  radio 
on  tho  basis  of  ono  (l)  per  firing  battery  and  two  (2)  per  battalion 
ooorations  oontor  would  provide  cntisfaciA./  conditions  to  test  this 
possibility. 

b.  ITEM*  Changing  unit  radio  call  signs. 

DISCUSSION i  When  any  unit  changes  its  radio  call  signs,  as  should  bo 
dono  periodically  for  socurity  reasons,  all  units  with  vhon  it  normal¬ 
ly  works  should  bo  notified.  However,  tho  fluid  tactical  situation,  and 
tho  difficulty  of  caking  distribution  to  nil  units  requiring  suoh  infor¬ 
mation,  nakos  it  oxtronoly  difficult  to  insuro  that  ail  units  havo  tho 
up-to-dato  items.  .vJwitionally,  sinoo  an  artillery  battalion  any  work 
with  any  unit  in  tho  area,  a  non-divisional  G3  battalion  must  n  intain 
ourront  301’ s  for  all  units  in  tho  appropriate  corps  area. 

OBSEK/.'iT  1011 t  Unit  radio  oall  Eifjaa  should  not  bo  changed  onco  they  aro 
assignod  and  it  has  boon  vorified  that  no  other  unit  has  oonfliot*ng 
call  signs.  Frequonoios  should  bo  changed  periodically  on  direction 
fron  highor  hoadquartors  after  sorooning  to  insuro  that  tho  naxinun 
amount  of  froquoncy  intorfcronco  is  olininatod. 

2.(U)  logistics. 

XL'iSIt  Difficulties  were  onoountored.  in  providing  .otahlo 
wator  to  widoly  disporsod  units. 

DI3CUS3I('Fi  Rosupply  by  air  booanoo  mandatory  whon  units  aro  wid.oly 
disporsod  and  the  rood  notwork  is  not  suitablo  for  oonvoy  nov criont.  Jhon 
tho  looal  wator  oannot  bo  parifiod  by  chonical  moans,  potable  w'tor  nu3t 
bo  flown  in  daily,  ’//hen  approximately  150  to  250  personnel  arc  in  the 
position,  this  roquiros  at  least  one  (1)  wator  trailor  or  bladdor  por 
day,  thus  tying  up  airoraft  which  could  bo  utilizod  elsewhere. 

OBBEHVaTIOHi  Tho  issuo  of  throo  (3)  wator  purification  systons 

per  battalion  would  groatly  roliove  th<  St  rc  «•  ft  requirenonts  for  wator 
rosupply. 

inrt  2.  Recommendations  • 

1.(U)  In  tho  Operational  Report  on  Lossons  Loarnod  for  tho  poriod 
ending  30  April  66,  it  was  rocamcndod  -that  tho  1118  Gun  direction  Con- 
put  or  bo  issuod  to  this  unit  as  soon  as  possiblo.  Based  on  the  confor- 
oncu  with  Major  Gonoral  Andorson  (para  17,  sec  1  abovo),  roconoond 
action  bo  token  to  obtain  sufficient  sets  for  this  unit  to  field  teat 
tho  conputor  in  accordonoo  with  his  dosircs. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

SUjJJSCTi  Operational  import  for  Quririioxly  icrird  Ending  31  July  66  (U) 
(oontd) 

2. j(U)  Vfvler  purification  Systems  Rocomor.dcd  ch.ii.g03  la  personnel 
and  equipment  which  voro  subraittod  to  I  Hold  Force  Viotn^n  'irtillory 
-"n  26  July  inoludod  tho  addition  of  personnel  and  oquipoont  for  two 
(2)  600  gallon  per  ninuto  purification  units  •  Subsoquant  roovaluition 
indioat cs  that  ono  (l)  wntor  purification  unit  por  firing  battory  is 
noro  appropriate.  Raoomand  that  notion  bo  tnkon  to  oaportito  this  item. 

3. (tf)  Tho  shortage  of  two  (2)  of  tho  battalion's  five  (5)  wntor  trail¬ 
ers  and  tho  surrey  oquipnent  (sootion  1,  para  16  above)  soriously 
hanpers  tho  operational  capability  of  tho  unit.  Rcoonnond  notion  bo 
takon  to  oxpodito  issuo  of  thoso  items. 


Lt  Col,  Arty 

Commanding 


JE/TRUJOTIOni  1  -  CniCUa'JUAC,  ATO  96558,  atth*  oiw-hh 
3  -  CO,  USAH7,  ATO  96307,  ATTFi  .VC-DH 
7  -  52nd  Ar ty  Group,  ATTK«  8-3 
1  -  6th  Un,  14th  Arty,  JTTNi  S-3 
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AV?A-AT-!^-CO  (  9  .luff  C')  1st  Ind 

SUBJJCTt  Oporationr-l  .teport  for  ^wrt^rly  lariort  -Jrnliiw;  31  July  1?f« 
ac 3(WFUi-f.‘.)  ‘(0) 

ksad  tfuar 5?i>  *;n.i;jiY  aaon>’,  ah)  $62?%  if  Auf.u.it 

TC«  Hsudquurtsra  t  3op.i.rtnftut  of  ths  Array*  AT '!’»  AC'ftXJH*  oaeMwctoii* 
D.  C.  20310 

1.  Porwardoi. 

2.  Concur  i  i  oo&nMvlor'a  obnorv  tloivj.  Report  in  coiiaiJej'fi.l 

C.  L.  TCbLwCi: 

Uolmol,  Artillery 
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